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Report on the activity of the Social 
Democracy of Lettland, during the 
years of 1907, 1908 and 1909. 



It is unfortunate that the Social Democracy 
of Lettland has to send in a report of its activity at 
a time which represents the most difficult period ever 
experienced by the labour class in Lettland and m 
Pussia From Autumn 1905 until the end of 1908 
martiai law has prevailed in Lettland (governments 
of Courland and Livonia), after that time special 
police supervision has been the order of the day. Up 
to the beginning of 1907 punitive expeditions and 
field court martials were in operation in Courland 
and Livonia, and these on the simple notification of 
local spies or of the German Barons, tortured, hanged 
and shot everyone who was only under suspicion ot 
having taken part in the revolutionary movement. It 
is true that the punitive expeditions and the held 
court martials were stopped, but the ordinary court 
marfials which replaced them, condemned thousands 
to death or to penal servitude. From an enquiry that 
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court martiais arc still in full activity : thus in Rio^^ 
jn the first half of the present year'^two dea h sen 

1906 T P^',''."Pation in the revolution of 19(.r, and 
1906. In addition to this a great number of those 
who were arrested for social democratic propaganda 
m the last two years are in prison and await nftrial 

■ und r whi^the • 'T'. ^" *'^ P°'^*-^= -"dl'fon 
work anS Jl '-"^ democracy of Lettland has to 
worK and still xontmues to do it 

lorr^'f ^^"''l Democracy of Lettland, which since 
1906 has at the Congress of Stockholm been un ted 
with the Russian social democratic labour party 
comprises the following sphere of action Govern: 
ments of Livonia and Courland and a part of the^o 
vernment of Vitebsk. The members are composed of 
4 nationalities, Letts, Russians, Jews and iTthua 
n.ans. The greatest number of members are rec uited 

W p'riat-o^n'^ '-''' '- ^'^ — P- of 'S 

8 dTs'j-ri?"'' °^":°"^^y ,°f Lettland is composed of 
h ''''^"'^,l,°i:§f "sations. which comprised 16,0)0 mem- 
bers in 1907, 5,000 m 1908 and 3,50(1 m 1909 ThTh^ 

A 1 ^P- and their expense's to 24,316 rbl 

in WoK "'"''' °' '''^.'"" '^ "°t -eluded in th s L 
m 1J08 the income was 6,260 rbl. 90 kp and the ev 

penses 6,316 rbl. 98 kp. (not including &p,teX" 

4 1 t"l "mJ^'^'f^U^- ^" ^^'"^ the^income'wa^ 
%^^^^ rbl. bO kop. and the expenses 4,142 rbl 62 ko 

In these figures only those sums are included which 

are received by the Central Committee. As the Cen 
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Iral Committee only received 25 % of the moneys 
taken in by the organizations and as the rest of the 
funds are left at the disposal of the local organiza- 
lionSj the real returns for the years reported are much 
larger. In connection with the Social Democracy of 
I xttland the so-called k Red-Cross )) actively sup- 
ports the arrested and sentenced comaades, as also a 
law fund which gratuitously undertakes the defence 
(►f comrades in the courts : The income and expenses 
of the two institutions amounts to some thousands of 
rciubles annually, but these funds are absolutely in- 
dependent and have not been included in the above 
mentioned sums. 

In Western Europe the Social Democracy of Lett- 
land comprises 15 social democratic groups with 265 
((tmrades and a foreign committee, which helps the 
Social Democracy of Lettland in a financial and in 
a literary way. In America two Lettisch socialist or- 
ganizations are at work : The National Lettish orga- 
nization of the Socialist Party of America with 
nearly 1,000 members, which is affiliated with the 
Socialist Party of the United States, and the Lettish 
Workers Federation with some few hundred com- 
rades. Both these organizations especially the first- 
named support the Social Democracy of Lettland in 
.1 financial manner by special collections. The sums 
which come from Lettish comrades living abroad 
were in 1907 and 1908, quite considerable ifor instance 
in 1903 they formed half the Budget of the Social 
Democracy of Lettland. In 1909 this material sup- 
pnrt was considerably reduced, with the exception of 
Western Europe, but it still forms a considerable 
part in the management of the Social Democracy of 
I -ettland and of the « Red Cross » which is working 
ni conjunction with it. . 

The membership of the Social Democracy of Lett- 
!a,ud in 1909 as compared with 1907, was considerably 
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reduced, and at the saiue time the income decreased 
also. Let us mention a few factors here which will 
explain the cause of this. In the beginning of 1904 the 
Social Democracy of Lettland included about 1,(X)0' 
members and with the growth of the revolutionary 
movement the number of members increased rapidly 
and in the revolutionary period, namely 1905 and 
1906, this increase became still more rapid, until it 
reached its highest point. A great number of the com- 
rades at that time came from the middle-class, who, 
in the revolutionary perrod joined the organized pro- 
letariat, but when the counter revolution was victo- 
rious and reaction broke out, they left the ranks 
of social democracy. The industrial crisis which 
prevailed during the years under consideration — - 
19U7, 1908 and 1909 — ni Lettland and still exists, 
considerably crippled the fighting energy of the 
proletariat and many of the organized but lesser 
class-conscious workingmen left, for that reason, the 
ranks of social democracy. We must also mention 
in particulars as a factor having a depressing effect 
on the fighting spirit of the workingmen of Lettland, 
in addition to the political state of the country, the 
cruelty of the local police and protective troops with 
their mass persecutions and inquisition. In 1900 and 
19U7 the Riga secret police, with tortures worthy of 
the middle ages, brought to bear on political priso- 
ners, have become notorious and not only the Riga 
secret police, also the ordinary police and the 
honorary police recruited from the German Barons in 
Libau, Mitau, Windau and other small towns and in 
the provinces, punished and tortured the political 
prisoners, especially making use of a new mode of 
punishment <( shooting down during flight )). The 
political chastisements and tortures which were put 
into practice in 1900 and 1907 have lost a great deal 
in extent, but tney have not yet l3een stopped and 



r,<vs still occur in which political prisoners are 
Ii.istised. What they cannot or will not obtain 
Oiiongh chastisement, they seek to obtain through 
ml iinidation, or persuasion to provocation and de- 
nimnation. During the whole year of 1909 and even 
\*\ ]]\ Riga political prisoners are offered freedom 
mm! money compensation and even good posts in the 
I "hie force, if they will betray their comrades. As 
i« .(( Hon was raging the government sought in every 
^^.l\ to demoralise the masses. The Social Democracy 
Ml 1 .(^ttland has suffered considerably from provoca- 
iiMii and denunciation, which in turn has caused a 
i< l.ixation and a reduction in the membership of the 
r.nly. But the crisis appears to have been overcome. 
Iiiiimg the whole period of the counter revolution 
iimI reaction the Social Democracy of Lettland did 
nui lor a moment relax their activity and the idea 
"I .ntial democracy and the final object of socialism 
li.i . l)een more clearly and distinctly put before the 
iM.isses than was the case three years ago. Now that 
ilw middle-class element has disappeared the orga- 
• ii/.ilion is composed of the city and country proleta- 
o.il. as well as of that unimportant number of intel- 
\i ' I iials, woh either on account of their economic posi- 
itMii (ir because of revolutionary traditions are inse- 
|i.ii.il>ly connected with the proletariat. As however 
fli<- latter comprises so small a number all the activity 
tiiirl Ihe leadership are in the hands of the working- 
iii.ni. And that is a guarantee that the Social Demo- 
H.ii V of Lettland, will be able to overcome the re- 
in I', a Is of the reaction until such time, when all obsta- 
« U ', which hinder the development of the Russian 
j.inlrtariat shall have been swept away by the pres- 
n»ii<- of the proletariat of Russia. 

I h<' activity of the Social Democracy of Lettland 
Ini 1907, 1908 and 1909 consisted chiefly in the fol- 
llnwing : — to strengthen and maintain the local orga- 
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nizations and to renew the organising activity inl 
those places where it had been interrupted by the] 
counter revolution, by sending out propagandists and i 
distributing social democratic literature. 

In the years under consideration the following lite-? 
rature has been published : The illigal Lettish social, 
democratic central organ Zihna (The Struggle) in 
47 numbers, from N^ 00/99 and n° 101/107, altogether] 
429,500 copies, also an illustrated May paper on- 
May 1, 1907 in an edition of 10,000 copies, Folitical\ 
questions of the hour W 12, 4,000 copies and the Bul-j 
letins of the C. IC. of the Social Democracy of Letti 
land W^ 1, 2 and 3, with 18,000 copies. Besides thesf' 
in Russian the paper Borba (The Struggle) 10 num-] 
bers, 11 to 20, 33,000 copies ; Golos Soldata (The Sol\ 
diers' Voice) 5 numbers (24-28) 15,000 copies, alsoj 
Schtik (The Bayonet) in 10 numbers (1-10) 48,000, 
copies. Both of the last editions were intended fori 
the army organization. In explanation let us add 
that in the Social Democracy of Lettland, as early, 
as 1905 and still in 1907 and part of 1908, for special 
agitation purposes, the so-called army organisation 
was formed among the soldiers, which had its own! 
committee and published its own special literature. 
Besides all this in Riga a paper Tozuaritch (The 
Comrade) was printed for the scholars' organisation 
in Russian {W 1, 2 and 3) 3,000 copies. Altogether 
561,000 copies of newspapers were printed by the 
Central Committee of the Social Democracy of Lett- 
land and 1,149,700 copies of pamphlets. Of the latter 
836,800 were published in Lettian, 244,900 copies in 
Russian, and 12,500 copies specially for the soldiers; 
52,000 in Lithuanian, 9,500 m German and 3,000 in J 
Jewish. We have included in these the literature prin- 
ted in the secret presses of the C. K. The literature of 
the local organisations which also appears in some ten 
thousands of copies annually, is not included in these 



figures. All of this literature is printed in the illegal 
secret presses. But at the end of 1909, after several 
arrests in the secret jjrinting of fixes and many sacri- 
fices of men and material (10 comrades were senten- 
ced to 63 years penal servitude, 9 comrades to 18 years 
iinprisonment and 17 comrades exiled to Siberia for 
h'fe) it was decided to print the Central organ of 
the Social Democracy of Lettland abroad and only 
!(► print occasional pamphlets in Lettland itself. In 
August of the same year appeared the first number of 
the Messenger of Social Democracy (Socialdejno- 
ty-ratijas Wehstnesis) which was published by the 
loreign committee of the Social Democracy of Lett- 
land as a theoretical organ. Seven numbers were pu- 
blished altogether and 16,000 copies and now in its 
stead the Zihna the central organ of the Social De- 
mocracy of Lettland is published again. The road to 
power by Karl Kautsky has just been published, 
translated into Lettian, 4,000 copies. In addition to 
I lie above mentioned illegal literature several ten 
thousand copies of Marxian books and magazines 
liave been published in Lettland (some have been 
confiscated). It must especially be pointed out here 
I hat during the last 3 years, with a few interruptions, 
a legal Marxian paper has been published twice 
weekly in Lettian, whose object was to further the 
development and the enlightement of the class- 
it msciousness of the labour class. 

The Social Democracy of Lettland held its second 
Congress in the summer of 1907 (second after the 
Social Democracy of Russia and fourth since the 
foundation of the Social Democracy of Lettland) 
.tud in the autumn of 1908 its third Congress was held 
(or hfth) and during the period of three years they 
have held several party conferences, whose chief ob- 
ject was to survey all previous value and to work up 
iinw tactics. Much that had seemed useful during the 



revolution had now to be eliminated and tactics had to 
be drawn op which would be in harmony with the ne- 
cessities of the present time. 

The Social Democracy of Lcttland did not take 
part in the elections for the first Russian Douma. For 
the election of the second Douma we nominated se- 
veral candidates but the government did everything 
possible in opposition to the social democratic party 
and we succeeded only m electing in Riga a social 
democrat deputy Comrade J. Ohsol. In spite of the 
fact that by the coup d'etat of June 3, the Russian 
government had considerably altered the election 
system for the worse, the workingmen of Riga suc- 
ceeded in the II ward in gaining a victory over the 
larger bougeois party of Riga and by a majority of 
some hundred votes — about BDO — elected the social 
democrate candidate Dr. Preedkaln in the third 
Douma, although during the election agitations he 
had been put into prison as a political offender. 

The Social Democracy of Lcttland did not take 
part in the city corporation or municipal elections, as 
the workingmen are excluded from the right to vote. 
However in respect to the election the C. K. of the 
Social Democracy of Lettland has published a muni- 
cipal programme and pamp)hlets pointing out the 
erroneous undemocratic arrangement of the munici- 
pal elections, which also explain the difference of 
classes. As regards the self government election sys- 
tem in the country, the landed y)roprietors and ste- 
wards each have one vote, agricultural labourers and 
those possessing no land have 1/10 of a vote. The 
Social Democracy takes part in these and in several 
places Has elected its deputies. The latter are hghting 
for the classihcation of municipal taxes according to 
progressive scale of income and they have succeeded 
in bringing this about in several places ; they also are 
fighting for special invalid and poverty insurance 



,ind the improvement of the people's education. 

With regard to the legal form of the labour move- 
i.K-nt the administration of Courland do not admit 
ii.ides unions at all. Agricultural labourers have not 
< wn any legal rights to form labour unions. In Riga 
I he first trades unions (the printers' union was for- 
med earlier) were organized only towards the end of 
r.H)8. There are 9 trades unions altogether in Riga 
with 0,000 members and two trades union papers were 
|.iil)lished the Arodneeks{T he Trades Uniomst)\y^\c^ 
iiM.nthly m Lettian and the Baltic Bookworker (1) 
Mine a month m German. Two thirds of the trades 
unions are under the influence of Social Democracy. 
I he administration prohibits lectures for the educa- 
I V ill of the members, except those which directly refer 
Im ilie trade, such as how the tailor shall make clothes, 
1m. vv baker shall bake bread and so on. The trades 
unions are forbidden to take action for the imyKove- 
HH-nt of labour conditions of their members, in short 
I Ml- every step they take for the improvement of the 
position of workingmen, the trades unions are closed. 
|ur this reason in al economic questions and conflicts, 
llir workingmen look to social democracy as their 
,Mlr guide and help, as has been proved by all eco- 
nnniic conflicts and strikes up to now. For instance 
hvently the masons of Riga applied tot he Social De- 
mocracy with the proposal to publish for them a 
IMinphlet and this was willingly complied with. By 
llnis persecuting the trades unions, the government 
.Irslroys every hope the workingmen may entertain 
mI improving his condition by legal means and forces 
iImmh to turn to Social Democracy. 

riiere are no social democratic women's and young 
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people's organisations, but ni the high schools there 
are scholar organizations which organize in secret 
circles and publish papers now and then as well as 

pamphlets. . . 

The workuigmen are forming education societies 
in towns and in the country, but the administrations 
place many obstacles in their way, prohibit lectures, 
persecute lecturers and close the societies. Working- 
men cooperative societies have also been iormed m re- 
cent years but the administration prohibits them to 
unite for cooperation and in every way hinders their 
development. Their activity is still very limited. 

In order to bring the activity of the legal labour 
unions and other societies under their influence and 
to maintain the same, the social democracy has orga- 
nized in them social democratic centres, which send -1 
delegates to the illegal bureaux of the trades unions 1 
and the educational and other societies, and it is the 
duty of these bureaux to guide the activity of the 
legal unions and societies in the spirit of social demo- 
cracy. 

The Central Committee 
of the Social Democracy of Lettland. 



Xi. B. 
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Report of the Social Democratic Party 



The period from 1907 tot 1910 marks a turning 
point in our country. During this period the present 
reactionary rulers prepared a decisive attack against 
I'^innish autonomy and its democratic liberty. The 
Russian government commences the destruction of 
the fundamental rights of Finland and before our 
<'yes the majority in the third Duma sanctioned this 
.ibominable deed. During this year the Finnish So- 
cialist Party had the difficult task to utilise with all 
its force the results obtained during the revolutio- 
nary year of 1905 and to fortify as much as possible 
the positions gained, to follow with sustained atten- 
tion the machinations of Russian reaction and the 
plans of the interior, always to be ready to defend 
the interests and the rights of the proletariat, to con- 
tinue and to reinforce the resistance of the labour 
class by the prospective combat for the Finnish libe- 
ral constitution. 

We must in a few words touch on the Finnish poli- 
lical autonomy. 

During the war with Sweden, the Diet was con- 
vened in 1809 at Borga where Alexander I with great 




